
 
 

TRAINING SESSION 

 

COURSE:  Libel in the UK 
DURATION: 1 session of 120 minutes   
TUTORS:  Francis Shennan  
 
OUTLINE: 

When the Scottish Parliament resumes normal business it is expected to pass the 
Defamation & Malicious Publication Bill. This will mean that Scotland, England and 
Wales will be largely in line on libel law, with only Northern Ireland’s law unreformed. 
What has happened in England and Wales since the 2013 reforms? How have the 
courts interpreted them? How will that affect Scotland? 

More journalists are writing for online publications which cross borders freely. More 
find their print stories on their papers’ websites. Award-winning journalist and former 
university law lecturer Frank Shennan’s easy-to-understand course describes what 
you need to know to keep you and your editor out of the English and Scottish courts. 
Frank’s one-day Real Law for Journalists courses have received praise and thanks 
in cities and towns from Birmingham to Lerwick on Shetland. 

 


